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While Raphael famously depicts Aristotle in conversation with Plato, Lee Green Richards’s mural in 
the University of Utah’s Park Building instead places him alongside none other than Charles Darwin. 
Certainly both pieces of art get something right about the questions Aristotle asked and the range of 
views he held. Aristotle was thoroughly engaged in the metaphysical conversations advanced by Plato, 
and at the same time actively devoted to the importance of empirical inquiry into living things. 

Aristotle the metaphysician?  Aristotle the philosopher of biology?   

But is there a tension between Aristotle the metaphysician and 
Aristotle the philosopher of biology, or does the philosopher bridge 
these disciplines in a unified way?  How should we think about the 
relationship between these disciplines on the contemporary scene, 
particularly when many Aristotelian themes are again coming 
to the fore in both metaphysics and philosophy of biology?  And 
how should these themes be investigated in the face of biological 
advances since Aristotle’s time—advances that build, after all, upon 
Aristotle’s own devotion to empirical inquiry into the science of 
life?  

This conference advances the exchange of ideas between scholars 
of metaphysics and philosophy of biology both in ancient and in 
contemporary circles.  Its guiding motivation, continuing in the 
spirit of Aristotle himself, is that each direction of this exchange 
can be strengthened in conversation with the other.

“…we should venture on the study 
of every kind of animal without 

distaste; for each and all will 
reveal to us something natural 

and something beautiful.” 
(Aristotle, Parts of Animals I.5, 645a21-23)
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