Existential Philosophy for Times of Change and Crisis:
Difference, disability, diversity
(4™ Edition, 2023)

International Conference

Call for Papers

Dates and Location:

6-7 July 2023 Online 10:00-18:00 Central European Summer Time
NB: This conference is entirely online (MS Teams)

Description:

This fourth edition of the Existential Philosophy for Times of Change and Crisis series will
examine what difference, disability and diversity mean in light of existential philosophy.
While existential philosophy places the focus on the individual and on the precedence of
existence over essence, as well as on choice and freedom, it may also have been overly
optimistic about the possibility for the individual to be an authentic self in a world where
social norms and institutions promote direct and indirect discrimination.

Existential philosophy suggests that we are what we are in the eyes or gaze of others (Sartre)
or through our acts of disclosure in the world (Beauvoir), or perhaps through the shared
language games through which meaning is created (Wittgenstein). But what does this entail
for individuals with minority bodies, experiences or realities, and whose experiences may be
stigmatised, misunderstood or invalidated by the general community? Do cognitive,
intellectual, physical and sensory disabilities or differences represent challenges to authentic
self-disclosure in a world that pathologises difference and in which the language for self-
understanding and communication with others, as well as an understanding and appreciation
of these differences, may be lacking? What about sex/gender minorities, or individuals with
other minority experiences of identity?

Do the concepts of existential philosophy have something to contribute to discussions about
disability rights and pride, gender/sex identity and difference, discrimination and
intersectionality? Are some founding existential concepts, such as freedom and authenticity,
potentially misguided regarding certain persons’ experiences? Can existential philosophy
provide new perspectives to promote the recognition, respect and appreciation of difference
and diversity?

Contributions should engage with current issues from the perspectives of influential thinkers
in existential philosophy and phenomenology, such as Albert Camus, Theodor Adorno, Emil
Cioran, Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, Karl Jaspers, Hannah Arendt, Martin



Heidegger and Ludwig Wittgenstein, and their nineteenth-century predecessors (Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche...).

To propose a talk:

Scholars interested in presenting should send a 300 word abstract by 15 May 2023 to
melissa.fox-muraton@esc-clermont.fr. Notification of acceptance by 30 May 2023. Conference
programme to follow. Presentations should be 25 minutes, followed by 25 minutes discussion
time.

Registration (for non-speakers wishing to attend):

Register by email by [ July 2023 to melissa.fox-muraton@esc-clermont.fr indicating
‘Conference registration’ in the subject heading.

In the body of the email, please indicate your full name, institutional affiliation and email
address (this information is for institutional purposes only and will not be disclosed to any
third party).

Conference participation open to all and free of charge for all speakers and participants.

Organisers:

Mélissa Fox-Muraton (ESC Clermont/PHIER, University Clermont Auvergne, France)

Jakub Gomulka (AGH University of Science and Technology, Poland)

Hanna Nasielska (Doctoral School, Pedagogical University of Krakéw/Cracow University of
Economics, Poland)

Scientific committee:

Oliver Norman (University of Poitiers, France)

Marzenna Jakubczak (Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Pedagogical University of
Krakoéw, Poland)

Jowita Guja (AGH University of Science and Technology, Poland)

Bartlomiej Kossakowski-Kisiel (Doctoral School, Pedagogical University of Krakow,
Poland)

Katarzyna Gurczynska-Sady (Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland)



