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Session 1 (3.4. 4-6pm IFDT)

What is social construction & why should we care about it?

 Main reading:

 Hacking, Ian. 1999. “Why Ask What?” In The Social Construction of What?, 1–34.  
 Harvard University Press.

 Optional reading:

 Haslanger, Sally. 2012. “Ontology and Social Construction” In Resisting Reality:  
 Social Construction and Social Critique, 83 – 112. Oxford University Press.

Session 2 (4.4. 4-6pm IFDT)

Social construction, ameliorative analysis, and conceptual engineering 
what is all the fuss about?

 Main reading:

 Haslanger, Sally. 2000. “Gender and Race: (What) Are They? (What) Do We Want  
 Them To Be?” Noûs 34 (1): 31–55. 

 Optional reading:

 Chalmers, David J. 2020. “What Is Conceptual Engineering and What Should It  
 Be?” Inquiry: 1–18. 



Session 3 (5.4. 4-6pm IFDT)

How do metaphysics explain the existence of the social? 
The curious case of grounding & anchoring

 Main reading:

 Epstein, Brian. 2015. “Grounding and Anchoring.” In The Ant Trap: Rebuilding the  
 Foundations of the Social Sciences, 74–87. Oxford University Press.

 

 Optional reading:

 Epstein, Brian. 2015. “Tools and Terminology.” In The Ant Trap: Rebuilding the  
 Foundations of the Social Sciences, 61–73. Oxford University Press.

Session 4 (6.4. 4-6pm IFDT)

Introducing meta-metaphysics  
what do we do when we engage in social metaphysics? 

 Main reading:

 Mikkola, Mari. 2016. “Feminist Metaphysics and Philosophical Methodology:   
 Feminist Metaphysics and Philosophical Methodology.” Philosophy Compass 11  
 (11): 661–70.

 Optional reading:

 Schaffer, Jonathan. 2017. “Social Construction as Grounding; or: Fundamentality  
 for Feminists, a Reply to Barnes and Mikkola.” Philosophical Studies 174 (10): 2449– 
 65. 

Session 5 (7.4. 4-6pm IFDT)

 Final presentations

Yorgos Karagiannopoulos (UvA) - What can Class Abolition teach Metaphysics?

Aleksandra Knežević (IFDT) - Uncovering the metaphysics of social change 


