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Nidesh Lawtoo
Professor of Modern and Contemporary European Literature and Cultu
re at Leiden University Center for the Arts in Society (LUCAS), Leiden Unive
rsity, Netherlands; Research Professor - Institute of Philosophy (HIW), KU

Leuven, Belgium.
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In this talk Nidesh Lawtoo offers an introduction to the interdisciplinar
i y field of mimetic studies tied to his ERC (European Research Council) proj |
ect Homo Mimeticus. Contrary to dominant definitions of mimesis restricte

d to a realistic representation of nature, Lawtoo argues that the all too hu

man ability to imitate was central to the birth of philosophy, goes beyond
\ nature and culture, and anticipates contemporary concerns with plasticity
and performativity. Critical engagements from Plato to Nietzsche, Malabou

to Butler will help foreground the performativity of homo mimeticus.
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Professor lonut Untea teaches History of Western Philosophy at South

east University, Nanjing, China. He previously taught at the University of La
Rochelle, France, and was a postdoctoral fellow of the Foundation for Inter
religious and Intercultural Research and Dialogue (FIIRD) at the University

of Geneva, Switzerland. His focus is on the modern and contemporary inter

sections between moral and political thought.
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Xiaoxi Wu, associate professor at Southeast University, Nanjing, China.
She received Ph. D in Philosophy at the University of Vienna, her research f
i ocuses on agency and related topics, deploying constructivist ethics, existe

ntialism and philosophy of cognitive science.
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