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Abstract

The relation between colonialism and incarceration runs deep. It is not
just a matter of certain laws, policies, or practices that could be changed
without altering the basic structure of our lifeworld. Rather, the challenge
is to transform the common-sense understandings of safety, harm, and
responsibility built into the colonial world through the reduction of land
to property, the defense of property with state violence, and the equation
of justice with punishment. Anishinaabe legal scholar Aaron Mills
disrupts colonial common sense with a simple but profound question:
“As beneficiaries of settler supremacy, is citizenship premised on
domination good enough for you?” Mills offers a decolonial
interpretation of treaties as agreements for mutual aid, illuminating a
pathway beyond the colonial lifeworld.
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