“You Should Like Your Friends”, “You Shouldn’t Like Nazis” and Other Shocking Revelations

Abstract:
In a recent paper, Cathy Mason has argued that the reason there is something morally problematic about befriending bad people is that doing so entails taking seriously certain pernicious attitudes or beliefs which one ought, morally, to regard as excluded from consideration. If you befriend someone, on Mason’s view, this involves seeing their beliefs and attitudes as prima facie choiceworthy or valuable. Thus, in befriending a Nazi, one is committed to seeing the Nazi life – including the despicable racism – as something that would be reasonable to adopt for oneself (even though may elect not to). Yet we should not be willing to see racist attitudes as worthy of consideration. So, while other relationships may be appropriate, there is something pro tanto bad about befriending the Nazi. 
	In this paper, I reject Mason’s view for two reasons. First, I argue that it overgeneralises: it would preclude a range of friendships that seem perfectly permissible (and which exist). Second, I suggest that the diagnosis provides the wrong kind of reason. Dismissing someone as a friend-candidate because of effects this could have on you is too self-regarding. Relatedly, I suggest that this account risks over-intellectualising friendship. Instead, I suggest that we should accept a version of Jessica Isserow’s ‘Moral Priorities View’. I elaborate on this view, and suggest that it can overcome criticisms from Mason and Wagner. 
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