DePaul Philosophy Graduate Student Conference 2027
From East to West, and Back: Kyoto School in Dialogue with Western Philosophy 

What does it mean to philosophize interculturally? While theories about what intercultural philosophy is are readily available, these are usually not themselves products of intercultural philosophizing. Arguably, Kyoto School, one of modern East Asia’s most original philosophical traditions, offers the best example in practicing intercultural philosophizing. This conference aims to explore the divergent ways in which the philosophy of Kyoto School interprets and interacts with the canons of Western philosophy.

To philosophize interculturally does not mean to simply oppose the thoughts coming from another culture by assuming a different set of presuppositions against the interlocutor, but rather to completely enter the thoughts from another culture, to understand not only what, but why they said what they said, and therein discover the possibility or impossibility of agreement with the interlocutor. For this reason, for instance, when Nishida Kitarō, the founder of the Kyoto School, was visited by a first-year undergraduate student at the Imperial University of Kyoto, he was asked the age-old question, “What should I read first in studying philosophy?” In response, Nishida did not directly answer, but simply took out a German edition of Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. 

For the founder of the Kyoto School, Kant’s first Critique is not merely considered as an introduction to his system of philosophy, but to philosophy in general. From Nishida’s perspective, Kant’s Critique lacks a certain completeness or, otherwise, does not fulfill its philosophical task. This is a sentiment that is shared by many of Kant’s own successors, such as Fichte, Schelling and Hegel. In fact, in his essay “Hegel’s Dialectic as Seen from My Standpoint,” Nishida proclaimed that, despite some disagreements, he felt closest to Hegel in terms of their philosophical tendencies. Tanabe Hajime, the co-founder of the school alongside Nishida, also conceived of his magnum opus, Philosophy as Metanoetics, as a self-overcoming of the Kantian critique. In this book, Tanabe reached a position that he called “absolute critique,” which, according to him, operates according to an “absolute dialectic” that is not only a development from Kant, but also from Hegel. 

Despite their heavy engagements with the West, both of these thinkers ultimately arrived at a standpoint that is no less East Asian. For instance, Nishida’s final position could be said to depict a religious worldview that is heavily influenced by Zen Buddhism, and Tanabe’s metanoetic philosophy weaves together the engagement with Kant (and Kierkegaard, Schelling, Nietzsche, etc.) and his existential encounter with Shin Buddhism. How could that be? How can a thought, which begins from the West, breaks out of itself and land in the East? Maybe the right question to ask is, is there really such a thing called Western and Eastern philosophy? Or maybe there is only philosophy as such?

This conference attempts to sketch a preliminary answer to the above questions by exploring how the philosophers of the Kyoto School understand, inherit, develop, criticize, etc., the thoughts of familiar Western thinkers. Not only that, this conference also invites perspectives from Western philosophies and philosophical traditions from other cultures to engage and evaluate the philosophical practices of the Kyoto School. By doing so, in the spirit of the Kyoto School philosophers, we might come to better understand what intercultural philosophy is, not only by thinking about it, but by practicing it ourselves.


Call For Papers

The Philosophy Department at DePaul University is pleased to announce the DePaul Philosophy Graduate Student Conference 2027, to be held in person on February 6–7, 2027, at DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois.

This year’s conference, “From East to West and Back: Kyoto School in Dialogue with Western Philosophy,” explores the rich and complex philosophical exchanges between the Kyoto School and Western philosophy. We are pleased to welcome Prof. Gregory S. Moss, Associate Professor of Philosophy at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, as our keynote speaker.

Prof. Moss is the author of Hegel’s Foundation-Free Metaphysics: The Logic of Singularity (2020), which received the HegelPD Prize in 2022, and Absolute Dialetheism: Hegel, Schelling, and the End of Alterity (2026), recently published by Edinburgh University Press. His keynote address will draw from his new manuscript, Hegel and Nishida.


Call for Papers

The Kyoto School represents one of the most significant encounters between Japanese philosophy and Western philosophical thought. Its philosophers engaged deeply with figures such as Kant, Hegel, Fichte, Schelling, Husserl, Heidegger, and others, while simultaneously developing philosophical approaches grounded in their own intellectual and cultural contexts. The resulting dialogue was neither simply an adoption of Western philosophy nor a rejection of it, but a complex process of inheritance, transformation, criticism, and philosophical creation.

This conference invites graduate student papers that investigate the ways in which philosophers of the Kyoto School understand, inherit, develop, transform, or criticize the thought of familiar Western philosophers and philosophical traditions. At the same time, we welcome contributions that bring Western philosophical traditions, as well as philosophical traditions from other cultural and intellectual contexts, into dialogue with the Kyoto School, whether by engaging, evaluating, challenging, or developing its philosophical practices.

We particularly welcome papers that explore, but are not limited to:
· Kyoto School engagements with Kant, Hegel, Schelling, Fichte, Husserl, Heidegger, and other Western philosophers;
· Nishida Kitarō, Tanabe Hajime, Nishitani Keiji, and other Kyoto School philosophers;
· Comparative approaches to Japanese, Western, Chinese, Indian, Buddhist, Daoist, or other philosophical traditions;
· The concepts of absolute nothingness, basho, pure experience, self-awareness, dialectic, contradiction, mediation, and alterity;
· Kyoto School approaches to metaphysics, epistemology, phenomenology, logic, ethics, aesthetics, and philosophy of religion;
· The relationship between philosophical traditions and their cultural or historical contexts;
· Questions concerning translation, interpretation, appropriation, and philosophical inheritance;
· Contemporary philosophical engagements with the Kyoto School; and
· New possibilities for philosophical dialogue between East Asian and Western traditions.

We also encourage submissions that move beyond conventional comparative philosophy and consider whether engagement between different philosophical traditions can generate new philosophical problems, methods, or conceptual possibilities.


Submission Guidelines

We invite submissions from current graduate students (MA and PhD) in philosophy and related disciplines.

Submissions should:

(1) Consist of a full paper in Word or PDF format, suitable for a 30-minute presentation, approximately 3,000–4,000 words;

(2) Be prepared for blind review; and

(3) Be accompanied by a separate cover page containing the paper title, author's name, institutional affiliation, graduate student status (MA or PhD), and contact information.

Please email submissions as a PDF or Word document to: depaulgradconference2027@gmail.com

The submission deadline is November 20, 2026.

Decisions regarding submissions will be announced approximately two weeks after the submission deadline.
