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2017 Rice Workshop in Humanistic Ethics 
March 24-25, 2017, Rice University 

 
-------- Thursday, March 23* -------- 

* for anyone who has arrived early and is interested, an outing and (very) casual dinner  
(weather permitting) 

 
3PM 

visit to the Menil Collection, Rothko Chapel  
1533 Sul Ross St., Houston 

for more information: https://www.menil.org/about 

 
6PM 

tacos & beer at West Alabama Ice House  
1919 West Alabama St., Houston 

 

-------- Friday, March 24 -------- 
all presentations will be held in the Founder’s Room, Lovett Hall 

	
8:15am – 9:15am: registration and breakfast 

	
9:15am – 10:30am: “Faith as Normative Orientation” 

Neal Tognazzini, University of Western Washington 
chair: Noell Birondo, Wichita State University 

	
10:45am – 12:00: “Three Varieties of Faith”  

Ryan Preston-Roedder, Occidental College 
chair: Justin Coates, University of Houston 

	
LUNCH: 12:00 – 1:15pm  

	
1:15pm – 2:30pm: TBA  

Niki Clements, Rice University 
chair: Caleb Harrison, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

	
2:45pm – 4:00pm: “Self-respect, Integrity, and an Imperfect World” 

Samantha Vice, University of Witwatersrand 
chair: Kate Nolfi, University of Vermont 

	



	 2	

4:00pm – 5:00pm – Dean’s Reception (for prospective graduate students) 
4:00pm—6pm Reception at Valhalla, Rice’s Graduate Student Bar (for everyone else) 

	
6PM: dinner & party at the home of Gwen Bradford* 

*everyone welcome!  
	

------- Saturday, March 25 ------- 
 

8:45am – 9:15am: breakfast 
	

9:30am – 10:45am: “Bad Decisions, Anger, and Respect”  
Sam Reis-Dennis, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

chair: Cristina Carillo, Northwestern University 
	

11am – 12:15am: “The Tension at the Heart of Apology” 
Francey Russell, University of Chicago 

chair: Carissa Phillips-Garrett, Rice University 
	

LUNCH: 12:15-1:30 PM 
	

1:30pm-2:45pm: “Embodiedness, Embeddedness, and 
Kindness:  Conditions of Reading in Coetzee's Elizabeth Costello"  

Yi-Ping Ong, Johns Hopkins University 
chair: Vida Yao, Rice University 

	
3:00pm-4:25pm: “Ethics and the Great Chain of Being” 

Kristina Gerhman, University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
chair: John Lawless, University of Pittsburgh 

	
4:30-5:45: TBA  

Douglas MacLean, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
chair: Tamler Sommers, University of Houston 

	
7PM: dinner & party at the home of Vida Yao and Chris Hakkenberg  

1423 Harold St., Houston 
(transportation will be provided from Rice’s campus) 

	
	


