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Controversy is a ubiquitous phenomenon in human theoretical and practical life. It manifests itself in 
various forms, ranging from virulent polemics to polite and well-ordered discussion. It expresses dissent, 
and may either lead to irreconcilable conflict or pave the way to conflict resolution. It occurs in private and 
everyday social life, in the courtroom and in politics, as well as in science, the arts, philosophy, and theology. 
Wherever it occurs, controversy sharpens critical thinking and prevents mental and social stagnation. Rather 
than a peripheral phenomenon, controversy is the engine of intellectual and practical progress.
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The proper study of controversy is inevitably interdisciplinary, requir-
ing the cooperation of practitioners of the art of controversy as well 
as of researchers in conflict resolution, mediation, diplomacy, com-
munication, linguistics, logic, rhetoric, history, philosophy, anthropol-
ogy, psychology, etc. The book series is predicated upon the belief that 
interdisciplinary research is a must in the investigation of complex 
phenomena such as controversy, and that it is feasible, even though it is 
not easy to achieve.

Controversies includes studies in the theory of controversy or any of its 
salient aspects, studies of the history of controversy forms and their 
evolution, case-studies of particular historical or current controversies 
in any field or period, edited collections of documents of a given contro-
versy or a family of related controversies, and other controversy-focused 
books. The series also acts as a forum for ‘agenda-setting’ debates, where 
prominent discussants of current controversial issues take part. Since 
controversy involves necessarily dialogue, manuscripts focusing exclu-
sively on one position will not be considered.

How to Do Philosophy with Words
Reflections on the Searle-Derrida debate

Jesús Navarro
Universidad de Sevilla

This book thoroughly analyses the failed debate that took place between 
John Searle and Jacques Derrida, contextualizing it within the respec-
tive philosophical traditions of the two thinkers. This episode is taken 
as an opportunity to reflect on the peculiar nature of philosophy as an 
intellectual practice, and to discuss some of its main themes.

[Controversies, 12]  2017.  xviii, 225 pp.
Hb	 978 90 272 1896 4  EUR 105.00  / 

e-book	 978 90 272 6604 0  EUR 105.00  / 

Controversies Within the Scientific Revolution
Edited by Marcelo Dascal and Victor D. Boantza
Tel Aviv University / The University of Sydney

A collection of essays that examines the texture of debates that com-
prised the Scientific Revolution from which the modern conception of 
science emerged.

Contributions by: V.D. Boantza; A. Cattani; M. Elazar & R. Feldhay; M. 
Finocchiaro; O. Gal & R. Chen-Morris; N. Grannot; A.M. Roos; M. Scattola; J.E.H. 
Smith; C.T. Wolfe; G. Zemplén.

[Controversies, 11]  2011.  vi, 287 pp.
Hb	 978 90 272 1895 7  EUR 105.00  / 

e-book	 978 90 272 8254 5  EUR 105.00  / [[CVS 11]]

Controversy Spaces
A model of scientific and philosophical change

Edited by Oscar Nudler
Bariloche Foundation, Program of Philosophy

Devised as an alternative to classical models, this book features the model of 
Controversy Spaces, a heuristic tool for the reconstruction of processes of con-
ceptual change in the history of science and philosophy.

Contributions by: E. Cresto; J.M. Gil; L.B. Grobet; M. Labarca; O. Lombardi; F. Naishtat; 
O. Nudler; D. Pérez.

[Controversies, 10]  2011.  vi, 187 pp.
Hb	 978 90 272 1890 2  EUR 105.00  / 

e-book	 978 90 272 8484 6  EUR 105.00  / 

The Art of Dialectic between Dialogue and Rhetoric
The Aristotelian Tradition

Marta Spranzi
University of Versailles Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines and CERSES (CNRS, University of Paris 
Descartes)

This book reconstructs the tradition of dialectic from Aristotle’s Topics, its found-
ing text, up to its “renaissance” in 16th century Italy, and focuses on the role of 
dialectic in the production of knowledge. Today, Aristotelian dialectic enjoys a 
new life within argumentation theory.

[Controversies, 9]  2011.  xii, 239 pp.
Hb	 978 90 272 1889 6  EUR 105.00  / 

e-book	 978 90 272 8684 0  EUR 105.00  / 
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Controversies in the contemporary world

In this volume, our intention is to investigate the role and the relevance attributed to controversies 
nowadays. Inspired by Marcelo Dascal’s theory of controversies, the volume includes studies in the 
theory of controversy or any of its salient aspects, studies of the history of controversy in its forms 
and their evolution, case studies of particular historical value or current controversies in any field or 
period, edited collections of documents of a given controversy or family of related controversies.

The general purpose of this volume is to identify a taxonomy of controversies, and also to sense a line 
of development for the phenomenon of controversies itself.

At the same time, we want to ask ourselves about the impact and the spread of controversies in the 
contemporary world, eminently intended as a heuristic element facilitating knowledge.

Furthermore, the aim of the volume is to provide the reader with a selection of current theoretical and 
practical perspectives on controversies, and to offer a broad picture of the complex range of defini-
tions, meanings and practices connected to it, also giving voice to critical and intersectional positions.

Since controversy necessarily involves dialogue, manuscripts focusing exclusively on one position will 
not be considered.

We welcome chapter proposals focusing on the following topics, but not exclusively:

-	 History of Controversies

-	 Controversies Case Studies

-	 Controversies in Art, Philosophy, Theology, Science

-	 Controversies and Rhetoric

-	 Controversies and Conflict Management 

-	 Controversies and Argumentation

-	 Controversies about Ethics

-	 Controversies about Politics

-	 Controversies about Aesthetics

-	 Controversies and Pragmatics

-	 Controversies and Religion

Abstract Submission Deadline:  July 31th 

◻	 Proposals (original research) should be 400–500 words long and should be written in English. Non-
native English speakers are advised to have their text checked by a native speaker before submis-
sion. In case of doubts regarding the consistency in the use of either British or American English, 
it is the prerogative of the editor ask the author, as a binding condition for the admission of the 
paper, to produce the Certificate Verification Key, by the American Journal Experts (www.aje.com).

◻	 All submissions should be sent to the editor of the series, Giovanni Scarafile (gscarafile@gmail.com)

◻	 After receiving the proposals, the editor of the series will select the approved papers.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions; and feel free to circulate this call for 
papers among those who may be interested.
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