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Racial conflict in South Africa, dating back to the apartheid days is considered one of the worst intractable conflicts in human history. The atrocities of apartheid were so fierce and ferocious that the UN had no choice to but to declare it a crime against humanity. The only logical predictions about what scholars described, as the inevitable end of South Africa, was a bloody civil war of unprecedented magnitude.
However, the dialectics of history took another turn when against these predictions, South Africa succeeded in birthing a new democratic society in a transition that did not involve an external third party mediator and without shedding any blood through its negotiations and institution of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, eased out apartheid for the first multi – racial general election in which power shifted from the white minority to the black majority  with the inauguration of Dr Nelson Mandela as the first black president of democratic South Africa.
The secret underlying this conflict de-escalation had been discovered in the course of a rigorous ongoing PhD research in the philosophy of conflict resolution and international relations. It has been found that this secret is shrouded around seven basic paradoxes that were teased out through, critical discourse analysis. It is further revealed that these paradoxes were first deconstructed within Agamben’s Theory of Homo Sacer in order to create a workable narrative that formed the bedrock of peaceful transition in South Africa, and further reveals the immediate and future tensions that the Society was going to be encumbered with.
Our concern in this paper is to embark on a rigorous theoretical analysis of how these peace narratives were created with a view to opening new inroads for further research that could possibly isolate some of the findings here for possible extension in creating blue prints for the de-escalation of other similar intractable conflicts on the globe.
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