
32 FREGE 

The 2 on the left indicates that formula (2) stands to its right. The inference that 
brings about the transition from (2) and (1) to (3) is expressed by an abbreviation in 
accordance with § 6. In full it would be written as follows: 
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The small table under the (1) serves to make proposition (1) more easily recogniz-
able in the more complicated form it takes here. It states that in 
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is denied and 
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is affirmed cannot take place, and tha t is what the judgment 
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asserts. For the case in which causal connections are present, we can also express this 
as follows: " I f a proposition a is a necessary consequence of two propositions b and 
c, t ha t is, if 

I — h b 
c, 

and if one of these, b, is in tu rn a necessary consequence of the other, c, then the 
proposition a is a necessary consequence of this latter one, c, alone". 

For example, let c mean tha t in a sequence Z of numbers every successor term is 
greater than its predecessor, let b mean tha t a term M is greater than L, and let a 
mean tha t the term N is greater than L. Then we obtain the following judgment : 
" I f from the propositions t ha t in the number sequence Z every successor term is 
greater than its predecessor and tha t the term M is greater than L it can be 
inferred tha t the term IV is greater than L, and if from the proposition tha t in the 
number sequence Z every successor term is greater than its predecessor it follows t h a t 
M is greater t h a n L, then the proposition tha t N is greater than L can be inferred from 
the proposition t ha t every successor term in the number sequence Z is greater t han 
its predecessor' ' . 
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