
This image contains three women’s faces. Two green women in profile face in opposite directions, and one blue 
woman faces forward. Behind the women there is a tan circle with fourteen red triangles pointing toward the 
center. This  artwork was created by Erica Payne, a senior at MSU Denver double majoring in Philosophy and 
Psychology. This image intends to convey the feelings of inspiration and empowerment that a supportive 
environment can foster.



Featured Keynote:
Tina Rulli is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of California, Davis. She works 
primarily in bioethics, applied, and normative 
ethics, with interests in the ethics of procreation 
and adoption, population ethics, the duty to 
rescue, and a theory of moral options to do less 
than the best. Tina received her PhD from Yale 
UniversityUniversity in 2011. She was a postdoctoral fellow 
at the National Institute of Health Clinical Center 
Bioethics Department from 2011-2013.

Keynote Address: 

Reproductive CRISPR Does Not Save Lives
Abstract: Given recent advancements in CRISPR-Cas9 powered genetic 
modification of gametes and embryos, both popular media and scientific articles 
are hailing CRISPR’s life-saving potential for people with serious monogenic 
diseases. But claims that CRISPR modification of gametes or embryos, a form of 
germline engineering, will save lives or has therapeutic value are deeply mistaken. 
This paper explains why reproductive uses of CRISPR do not treat or save lives 
that would otherwise suffer from disease. Reproductive uses of CRISPR merely 
createcreate healthy people where none were inevitable. Merely creating healthy lives 
has distinct and lesser moral value from saving or curing lives that would 
otherwise suffer from disease. The real value in reproductive uses of CRISPR is in 
helping a very limited population of people have healthy genetically-related 
children. This diminished value cannot compete with the concerns in opposition 
to germline engineering, nor is it worth our investment of research dollars.
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