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National Endowment for the Humanities
Summer Seminar for Higher Education Faculty
“Emmanuel Levinas: Ethics of Democracy”
at University at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14260  
August 1-5, 2022
Director: Richard A. Cohen

Topic Description:
A week-long Seminar of intensive text-based examination and discussion of politics and democracy viewed from the perspectives of the ethics of responsibility elaborated by the philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995).  Opposing the war and suppression of human-wolves of Hobbesian ‘realpolitik’, on the one hand, and the isolated individualism of the liberalism of Lockean propertied freedom, on the other, Levinas roots the political in the radical imperatives inter-personal obligation and ethical responsibility – for each other and for all others – which is to say, in the quest for social justice.  Such a perspective, binding the political to the ethical, to morality and to justice, makes democracy not one regime among others but the best regime, the ideal of politics.
To apply:
Seminars and Institutes are designed for a national audience of full- or part-time faculty who teach undergraduate students. Project directors may admit a limited number of others whose work lies outside undergraduate teaching but who demonstrate that their participation will advance project goals and enhance their own professional work.
At least three seminar spaces and at least five institute spaces must be reserved for non-tenured/non-tenure-track faculty members. Two seminar spaces and three institute spaces may be reserved for advanced graduate students.
Participants must be United States citizens, residents of U.S. jurisdictions, or foreign nationals who have been residing in the United States or its territories for at least the three years immediately preceding the application deadline. 

To apply, send:
(1) A detailed résumé, curriculum vitae, or brief biography with contact information for two professional references; (2) An application essay which should address your interest, both academic and personal, in the subject to be studied; qualifications and experiences that equip you to do the work of the seminar and to make a contribution to a learning community; a statement of what you want to accomplish by participating; and the relation of the project to your professional responsibilities.
Send these as email attachments to: Levinas.center@gmail.com Deadline for application: March 1, 2022
Successful applicants will be notified of their selection on Friday, March 25, 2022, and they will have until Friday, April 8 to accept or decline the offer. 
Organizers:
Co-Organizers: Prof. Richard A. Cohen and Dr. Jolanta Saldukaitytė
Assistant Director of Seminar: Prof. James McLachlan 

More information: 
Seminar website: https://levinas.buffalo.edu/  
Facebook: Levinas Philosophy Summer Seminar 
Email: levinas.center@gmail.com ; Jolanta.Saldukaityte@gmail.com 
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